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Happy Thanksgiving from the  
Houston Focolare 
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Below are the names of the Focolare ladies in the photo on Page 1 (left to 
right), and a description of what they do: 
  

Carmina Cencerrado: From Spain; works as a Registered Nurse at MD 
Anderson.  In the Focolare Movement she works especially with children 
ages 4-8. 

                

Betsy Dugas: From Louisiana; She is a software engineer and is currently 
working (from home) for her old job in Denver until she finds a job here in 
Houston. For the Focolare she works especially with young adults. 

  

Ana Paula Panzarini: From Brazil; works as campus minister at IWA.  In 
the Focolare she works especially with the teens. 

  

Carol Lohla: From the Philippines; retired nurse. In the Focolare 
Movement she works in the formation program for women who wish to 
learn about the spirituality on communion.  

  

Joelma Regis: Associate Director of the Archdiocesan Office of Vocations. 

Director of the Focolare Movement in the Southwest. 
  

New Members 
 

Angela Banks  -  Prince of Peace 
Paul and Becky Conrad  -  Christ the Good Shepherd 

Michael George  -  Prince of Peace 
Kiersten Mason  -  Prince of Peace 
Daniel Molinaro  -  Prince of Peace 

Jose Pinon  -  Prince of Peace 

Focolare Women on Page  1 of this newsletter 
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This information is copied from the website of Focolare.org: 

The Focolare Movement has existed for many years and so has its own history and 
organization involving many people. How is this mass of people who make up the 
Focolare Movement organized? Just as in the human body there is a heart which supports 
the whole being, the same holds true of the Focolare Movement. 
 

The heart of the Focolare Movement are the people who brought it to life: the men 
and women focolarini . Chiara herself defined them, more than once as, “the guardians of 
the flame of the love of God and their neighbor’s.” The focolarini live in small, all male or all 
female, communities known as focolares. They have lived out that sentence from the 
gospel to ‘leave father, mother, children and fields’ in order to follow God, leaving them 
completely available for the Movement throughout the world. There are also some married 
people who are part of the focolare communities who are called to a total giving of 
themselves to God as married people within that community whilst maintaining their 
commitments and duties as married people. 
 

The Movement is a lay organization – even the focolarini, although they are consecrated 
remain immersed in the world and are lay people – there are other people of the Movement 
who are committed to animate and renew evangelically the structure of society through their 
witness in family, work, politics. These are known as the men and women volunteers. 

Chiara Lubich always held the children and young people of the Movement in the highest 
regard never hesitating to fully include them in the Ideal of Unity. They responded in a 
radical way. We call the young people Gen. 

Since the very start in Trent, Northern Italy, there have been men and women 
religious from a variety of orders who have made the spirituality of unity their own. The 
religious who know the Movement belong to both contemplative and active orders. Looking 
at their orders in the light of Unity has helped them rediscover the beauty of their own 
founder and as a result of living to bring all to unity have often see a renewal within their 
own community. 

Priests, deacons and seminarians have also made their own the spirituality of the 
Focolare Movement and in a range of ways have also promoted it to others. Chiara called 
them ‘men at the service of all’ – as a reference to the Gospel story of the washing of the 
feet as a model for their ministry. 

Since 1977 bishops who have been touched by the spirituality have found ways to build 
the ‘affective and effective collegiality’ as described in the Second Vatican Council and 
hoped for by the popes. 

What is the Focolare Movement? 

https://www.focolare.org/usa/focolarini/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/focolarini/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/volunteers/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/gen/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/men-and-women-religious/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/men-and-women-religious/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/priests/
https://www.focolare.org/usa/bishops/
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Father Christian Bui and Candice 
Tyrrell were interviewed on the 
Guadalupe Radio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The two photos directly above are of Tim Motte, General Manager of Guadalupe 
Radio Network.   
 
Other photos contain Father Christian Bui (Pastor at St. Edwards), Transitional Dcn. 
Thuc Nguyen, Candice Tyrrell and Father Christian’s friend, Ann. 

Father Christian Bui and Candice Tyrrell were 
Interviewed on the Guadalupe Catholic Radio 

November 4, 2019 
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Larry Massey and Will Cravens sponsored the private screening of the GrassFire 
Festival’s production of The Divine Plan.  While it was only shown once in Houston, 
you can CLICK HERE to see the trailer of the film.  If the film is offered again in the 
future, you should make all efforts to attend. 
 
THE DIVINE PLAN:  Faith is Freedom:  John Paul II, Ronald Reagan, and the 
Dramatic End of the Cold War/ A film by Robert Orlando It remains the least-known 
story of the twentieth century - A president and a pope; an unlikely pair who combine 
deep faith with political acumen and high-octane star power. A plot that involves two 
assassination attempts, KGB scheming, CIA intrigue and the final act to topple the 
Soviet Empire.   Did you know that President Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul II 
survived assassination attempts just 6 weeks apart?  Both believed they were spared 
in order to defeat communism and live out The Divine Plan. 
 
The Dominican Sisters, among many others, eagerly awaiting to start of the film. 

Divine Plan Movie  -  November 6, 2019 

https://youtu.be/tZdJxKPD9gQ
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Prince of Peace held a Special Exposition, Rosary  
and Prayers for Father Ryan Stawaisz during his  

surgery on November 8, 2019  

Father Ryan Stawaisz, Parochial Vicar at Prince of Peace, had six rounds of chemo 
over this past year.  His chemo treatments shrunk his tumors somewhat but did not 
get rid of them.  The Holy Spirit led the Stawaiszs to make an appointment with a 
surgeon at MD Anderson who said he was fairly certain he could remove the cancer. 
Early on November 8, 2019, Father Ryan had surgery and his mom, Susan, texted: 
 

"Father Ryan is in recovery "enjoying ice chips" and asking me to thank 
everyone for their prayers.  Doctor is very pleased with the surgery and said he 
removed everything and his chest x-ray is clear.  Please pass the word. God is 
good.  St. Elizabeth of the Holy Trinity... pray for us."  
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Sister Gina Iadanza’s Birthday Lunch 
November 11, 2019 

 
Monday, Nov. 11, 2019 at the beautiful newly renovated Carrabba’s on 
Voss Rd. 

 
Doug Rathe, 
Terrie Mancini, 
Sr. Gina Iadanza, 
Rosie Carrabba 
(owner of 
Carrabbas) and 
Candice Tyrrell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Carrabba’s Waiters 
with Serrans and Sr. 
Gina 
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Left photo:  Mary Helen & 
Rolando Tolentino, Fr. 
Matthew Suniga 
(Parochial Vicar St. 
Theresa’s Sugar Land), 
Patrick Callaghan and 
Candice and Ed Tyrrell  
 
Below photo:  Ed Tyrrell, 
Fr. David Hust (Parochial 
Vicar St. Vincents), Dr. 
Mario Engler (guest 
speaker and former 
Swiss Guard for St. John 
Paul II for 3 years) 
 
 
 
 

A wonderful & enthusiastic guest speaker, Dr. Mario, entertained the crowd 
of almost 400 attendees with imitating Pope John Paul II speaking in his 
deep voice.  He spoke on these four points: 

 
1) Learn not to waste 

time.  Be 
useful.  Shine with 
torch of life. 

2) Pay attention to little 
things, you will 
become a guide.  

3) Embrace sacrifice, 
stop complaining 

4) Care for others, try 
daily to care for those 
around you 

  
He also said Obey the 
Call of God and set out 
the Call of God.  
 

St. John Paul Splendor of Truth Gala 
November 21, 2019  
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Serra Recruitment at Prince of Peace 
November 22—23, 2019 

What a spectacular turnout!!!!  43 Prince of Peace parishioners signed the new 
member form who where interested in learning more about Serra and possibly 
joining. 

Thank you to Prince of Peace for allowing us the opportunity to make an 
announcement at each Mass and to all of the Serrans that worked the sign up tables 
and that worked in the background to make it all happen.   

 

 

 

Photo:  Carol Cason (Serra VP of 
Vocations, St. Edwards), Joyce 
Blackburn (Serra member since the 
beginning, POP), and Ed Tyrrell 
(Serra President, CGS).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Fr. Gerald Goodrum, Pastor of POP, for allowing Ed and 
Candice Tyrrell the opportunity to speak at all the Masses on Saturday 
and Sunday during the announcements.  A BIG thank you to Joyce 
Blackburn, Carol Cason, Phil Duggan, Diane Harrison, Lynn Lewis, Ed and 
Candice Tyrrell, and Ann and John Zdansky who greeted parishioners and 
worked at the sign-up tables after each Mass. 
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Board Member’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Stawaisz 
 

Susan Stawaisz and her family have been parishioners of St. 
Anne’s in Tomball since 2004.  She currently serves as VP of 
Programs on the Serra Club of N. Houston board, best Serra Club 
on the planet!   

Susan organized an amazing Serra pilgrimage bus trip in 2018 to 
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Covington, Louisiana, EWTN and St. 
Bernard’s Abbey in Alabama and ended at National Shrine of 
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos in New Orleans. Susan and 
Candice Tyrrell appeared and were interviewed on the EWTN “At 
Home With Jim and Joy” program followed by the second half of 
the show with an appearance by her son, Fr. Ryan, and two other 
seminarians.   

 

She is an Extraordinary Minister and serves on the Adoration Team, Life Teen Core 
Team, Vocations Ministry and Teams of Our Lady.   

She has teamed on the ACTS Team at Prince of Peace for four years.  Susan serves 
on the Faith in the Fire Retreat Team at St. Anthony of Padua.  She has been in 
charge of organizing Alan Ames Houston Events for over 10 years.   

Susan has fun volunteering as Master Gardener, Cooking Feasts and loves attending 
Catholic events with her holy women friends!   

She has been married to 
Ray Stawaisz for 35 years 
and they have two sons.   

She is the mother of our 
dear newly ordained priest, 
Fr. Ryan Stawaisz, who 
serves as Parochial Vicar 
at Prince of Peace.   

Her younger son, Ross Stawaisz and future daughter in 
law, Gaby May, will be married in May 2020!  Susan loves 
Gaby, feels very blessed and is so excited to be having a 
wonderful daughter-in-law as part of their family! 
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Our Serrans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above and on right:  On November 17, 
2019, John and Jan Beall celebrated 40 years 
of marriage bliss enjoying the waves of the 
Pacific Ocean, the Hawaiian weather and each 
other.  They attended Mass at the Annunciation 
Church of Waimea, Hawaii, and Father Stephen 
blessed their marriage. 

Keep the Bealls in your prayers for continued 
marriage happiness and health.  They are a true 
example of Holy Matrimony. 

 

Photo on left:  Brook and Ingrid 
Hamilton with their granddaughter, 
Mary, who graduated from 
Duchesne Academy of the Sacred 
Heart.  Mary is very excited that she 
was accepted to attend Texas A&M.  

Keep Mary in your prayers as she 
starts this next chapter of her life.  
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Spiritual 

  

A Celebration of 

Peace  
Christmas Prayer Service  

 
Listen to God’s Word My saving power will rise on you like 
the sun and bring healing like the sun’s rays. (From Malachi 
4:2)  

 

Respond to God’s Word My Jesus, our Savior, has come into our world like a brilliant 
sunrise, changing darkness into light, bringing healing love and peace into our lives. Think 
about the changes Jesus has brought into your life.  

 
A Christmas Dawn Meditation Imagine yourself looking out your window at dawn. Picture 
the sun rising slowly above the horizon. See your surroundings brighten and colors change 
as the sun rises higher and higher in the morning sky. Feel the warmth of the sun’s rays 
streaming through your window.  

When Jesus, our Savior, was born, the angels sang in praise of God: “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)  

Think about changes you would like to see in the world. Bring your hopes and dreams to 
Jesus in prayer.  

Jesus, our Savior, this is what I wish for the people of the world:  

• For my family, I wish . . .  

• For my friends, I wish . . .  

• For my community, I wish . . .  

• For people all over the world, I wish . . .  

As you welcome Jesus, our Savior, picture the sun rising over a dark and sleeping world. 
Sing in your heart a Christmas song about peace on Earth.  
 
 
Photo taken of a painting at St. Cecilia Motherhouse in Nashville, TN. 
Wording:  Copyright ©2014 William H. Sadlier, Inc. All rights reserved. May be reproduced 
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Fellow Club of North Houston Serrans: 
  
Our recruitment weekend at Prince of Peace on November 23

rd
 and 24

th
 was a tremendous success 

thanks to the leadership and support of Pastor Father Gerald Goodrum, Parochial Vicars, Father 
Ryan Stawaisz and Father Biju Matthews and Deacons Bill Barnes and Kevin Cascarelli.  My many 
thanks to Candice Tyrrell, our District Governor, Carol Cason, Diane Harrison Joyce Blackburn, Phil 
Duggan, Ann and John Zdansky, and Lynn Lewis for working our recruitment and resource tables 
and for spreading the word about our need for more priests and consecrated religious.  Guided by 
the Holy Spirit we expanded our POP presence in our Club by at least five new members thanks to 
Yes’s from Angela Banks, Michael George, Kiersten Mason, Daniel Molinaro and Jose Pinon. Phil 
Duggan and T. Wayne Brewster our VP and AVP of membership are following up with 38 more 
POP parishioners who asked for additional information.  
  
Please join me in welcoming our new POP members and Paul and Becky Conrad from Christ the 
Good Shepherd.  
  
Recognizing the need for more laborers in the vocation field Ruben Gallegos, President of Serra 
International, started a membership contest earlier this year called Missionaries of St. Junipero 
Serra.  Of note there are three club categories – our Club is in the large Club category: 
  

• The large Club with the biggest net increase in members will be awarded $3,000 

• If our Club doesn’t have the biggest net increase and has a net gain of 5 or more members then 
we will receive a 10% rebate of club dues 

• All Clubs who gain 5 or more members will receive one free registration to the next Serra 
International Convention in New Orleans June 25-27 next year. 
  
Clearly Ruben sees the need for more laborers in the vocation field.  
  
Luke 10:2 – The harvest is plentiful, but laborers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field. 
  
As you know we showcase one of our Board members in the Board Members Corner of our 
Monthly Newsletters. This month we featured Susan Stawaisz our VP of Programs and proud 
Mother of Father Ryan Stawaisz who was ordained this past June. 
  
I look forward to seeing all you next year (hopefully at the Serra USA Rally in Ventura Ca. January 
16-19).  2020 – the year of perfect vision and another year forward as we work together building 
God’s kingdom - one member, one priest and one consecrated religious at a time. 
  
Wishing all of you a blessed and very Merry Christmas and healthy and prosperous New Year!!! 
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Siempre Adelante!!! 
  
Your Brother in Christ, 
  
Ed Tyrrell 
 

Letter from your President …. 
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Upcoming Events—January 11, 2019 
Vocations Town Hall Meeting 

Click to register https://cvent.me/lVVPDa 

All Parish Vocation Committees/Ministries, Serrans, and other Catholics who 
work in our shared mission to help men and women in our Archdiocese to gener-
ously respond to God’s call in their lives, are invited to attend the Vocations Town 
Hall Meeting (previously named Vocation Expo).  … No child care available.  

https://cvent.me/lVVPDa
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Upcoming Events—January 16—19, 2019 
The Serra Rally  -  Ventura, CA 
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Upcoming Events—June 1  -  14, 2020 
Pilgrimage of Austria  -  Italy and Oberammergau 

Dear friends, 
 
The 2020 pilgrimage to the Holy Land and the Passion Play in Oberammergau was received 
with an overwhelming response. In fact, not only did the pilgrimage sell out within an hour, 
Fr. James and I added another bus bringing the total number of pilgrims to 108! 
  
You may know, that the Passion Play is done in Oberammergau every 10 years to fulfill a 
promise made by the villagers in 1633 that if God spared them from the disastrous plague, 
they would stage a play every ten years devoted to the life and crucifixion of Jesus Christ 
forever. The villagers kept their promise and staged the first Passion Play at Pentecost in 
1634 on the graves of their fellow men and women who fell victim to the merciless plague. 
The Passion Play continues to be a massive stage production held in Oberammergau that 
brings to life Jesus’ Passion, covering the time frame from his visit to Jerusalem to his 
crucifixion, and tells the story of his suffering, death, and resurrection. The play was written 
based on manuscripts dating back to the 15th and 16th centuries, though the script has 
been modified and revised over the years. 
  
Mr. Chris Bearer, the Director of Music here at St. Ignatius of Loyola, put together a 
pilgrimage for members of the choir and their families to sing in the magnificent Cathedrals 
and Churches in Salzburg, Vienna, Lugano, and Milano. In speaking with the tour company, 
we recognized the number of people that want to attend the Passion Play in Oberammergau 
and were not able to because of the limited space available and timing for the Holy Land 
and Oberammergau pilgrimage in August 2020. 
  
Therefore, I and Chris are happy to announce that we are including the Passion Play as an 
additional add on to the June Choir 2020 Pilgrimage. You do NOT have to be a member of 
the choir in order to join the pilgrimage. Other activities and free in these marvelous 
European Cities will be made available while the choirs are rehearsing. It’s a marvelous way 
for your soul to rise up and glorify God as you participate in Holy Mass in these historical 
cathedrals and churches. As we journey we will learn about the sacred legacy of the 
Catholic Church throughout Europe. The Passion Play happens only every 10 years. Is this 
your opportunity to be part of a legacy that is 386 years old and counting? 
  
CLICK HERE for the brochure that describes the pilgrimage and Passion Play addition in 
detail. Please pass this email on to the members of your ministry and/or organization. 
  
Oremus pro invicem, 
Fr. Norbert 
Very Rev. Norbert Maduzia, Jr., E.V., D. Min. 
Pastor 
Episcopal Vicar - Northern Vicariate 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

https://74ef329f-1d39-421f-b7cf-520f3bb51241.filesusr.com/ugd/fc779d_a151d9c8e48b49f48a5bc1589558dfba.pdf
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
January 11, 2020:  New Vocation Townhall Workshop by Father Richard McNeillie at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, see flyer in the Upcoming Events section of this newsletter. 
 
January 16—19, 2020:  Serra Rally in Ventura, CA.  There will be an optional follow-up pilgrimage to 
missions south of Ventura established by St. Serra.  CLICK HERE for more information.  https://
serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/ . 
 
February 26, 2020, Wednesday, 7:15 pm  -  8:30 pm:  Serra Club of North Houston Program Meeting,  
Guest Speaker:  Sister Miriam MacLean RSM, Phd, MSW.  She is a Religious Sister of Mercy of Alma 
Michigan.  The RSM stands for Religious Sister of Mercy Learn about her order at www.RSMofAlma.org 
She is the Director of Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Lake Charles Louisiana.  She professed her 
“Perpetual Vows” on August 16, 2014 at the age of 28.  She’s an only child. Born and raised in New 
Hampshire.  Her mother is Kathleen MacLean, Director of Sacred Music at St. Mary’s Seminary!  
Location:  Christ the Good Shepherd Social Hall. 
 
May 23, 2020:  Saturday:  Serra Installation Mass and dinner at St. Mary’s Seminary, Chapel and Borski 
Center.  Cardinal Daniel DiNardo celebrating mass at 5:00 pm, followed by dinner and installation of new 
Serra Officers. 
 
June 25-28, 2020:  Serra International Convention in New Orleans, LA.  Details to follow. 
 
 
 
 

 

“Always Forward—Never Back!!!” 
        Saint Junipero Serra 

https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/
http://www.rsmofalma.org/
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Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for the 
glory of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant that those whom He has 
chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling the 
ministry they have received.  Amen 

Serra Club of North Houston Board Members 
 
President        Ed Tyrrell 
Immediate Past President and  
  Governor of Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
  and the Diocese of Beaumont     Candice Tyrrell 
President Elect       Candice Tyrrell 
VP of Programs       Susan Stawaisz 
AVP of Programs       Joanne Wycoff 
VP of Membership       Phil Duggan 
AVP of Membership      T. Wayne Brewster 
VP of Vocations       Carol Cason 
AVP of Vocations       Veronica Arnold 
VP of Communications      Lynn Lewis 
AVP of Communications      Diane Harrison 
VP of Newsletter       Ann Zdansky 
Treasurer        Ramona Scarlett 
Secretary        Yolanda Cadena 
Trustee        Maria Vitucci 
Trustee        Deborah Havemann 
Trustee        Beth Hutton 
Chaplain        Father James Burkart 
 

Quick Reference List  
Serra District 10 website    www.Serra10.com 
Serra International website    www.SerraInternational.org 
Serra US website     www.SerraUS.org 
Email items to Newsletter Editor   SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com  
Serra Membership Application:   Link to application on transmittal page 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Announcements and news articles wanted!  If you have an announcement or interesting article that 
you think would be beneficial to the Serrans, please send it to me at my email address below.  Please 
send photos In a JPG format.  In order to streamline and organize the receipt of photographs and arti-
cles to put in upcoming newsletters, please email them to:   SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com  
          Thank you!   
          Ann Zdansky 
          Newsletter Editor 

http://www.Serra10.com
http://www.SerraInternational.org
http://www.SerraUS.org
mailto:SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com?subject=Information%20for%20Serra%20N%20Houston%20Newsletter

